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SUBJECT: DAILY TIMES REPORT ON STUDENT DEMONSTRATION IN KADUNA 

REF: KADUNA 031 

1 . RATHER AGITATED ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OP POLICE 
WHO COMMANDED DETACHMENT AT CONSULATE YESTERDAY 
CAME TO SEE ME THIS MORNING WITH COPY OP JANUARY 9 
DAILY TIMES HE HAD OBTAINED AT KADUNA AIRPORT. 

(HIS COPY EVIDENTLY DIFPERENT EDITION OP 

TIMES AS MINE HAD NO COVERAGE OF DEMONSTRATION.) 

HE WAS CONCERNED AT TIMES PRONT PAGE STORY ALLEGING 
THAT CONSULATE FLAG AND OFFICE PICTURES OF PRESIDENT 
AND SECRETARY WERE TORN DOWN AND BURNED BY STUDENT 
DEMONSTRATORS WHO "STORMED" CONSULATE. ASSISTANT 
COMMISSIONER REARED STIPE ENQUIRIES FROM FMG LAGOS, 

ESPECIALLY POLICE IG, AS POLICE HERE HAD REPORTED 
(TRUTHPULLY) THAT DEMONSTRATION HAD BEEN PEACEPUL. 

2. I CALMED HIM DOWN BY PULLY AGREEING WITH HIM 
THAT TIMES STORY WAS SILLY AND BY SHOWING HIM COPY 

OP LETTER I DISPATCHED YESTERDAY APTERNOON TO COMMISSIONER 
OP POLICE EXPRESSING APPRECIATION POR EFPECTIVE POLICE 
HANDLING OP DEMONSTRATION AND COMMENDING ASSISTANT 
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3. LATER, I RECEIVED CALL FROM DAILY TIMES MAN HERE. 

HE SAID HE HAD NOT BEEN PRESENT AT CONSULATE YESTERDAY 
AND HAD RELIED ON ACCOUNTS GIVEN HIM BY UNNAMED 
COLLEAGUES WHICH HE PASSED TO LAGOS. TIMES MAN SAID 
POLICE WERE DENYING TIMES ALLEGATIONS AND ASKED FOR 
CLARIFICATION. I TOLD HIM THAT TIMES STORY HAD GONE 
CONSIDERABLY BEYOND WHAT HAD TRANSPIRED, THAT DEMONSTRA- 
TION HAD BEEN PEACEFUL AND THAT NO RPT NO CONSULATE 
PROPERTY HAD BEEN BURNED OR DAMAGED. HE THANKED ME 
AND MUMBLED SOMETHING ABOUT INFORMING LAGOS. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE TIMES STORY, IN ITSELF, MERELY 
ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF SHODDY REPORTING, LURID DESCRIPTION 
COULD, ONE SUPPOSES, STIMULATE HOTHEADS HERE OR ELSEWHERE 
TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR PATRIOTISM BY ADDITIONAL DEMONSTRA- 
TIONS - PERHAPS LESS PEACEFUL THAN YESTERDAY'S. 

BURKE 
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